
Scott, Superintendent of the 

newly re-organized Private 

Career Colleges Branch, will 

speak to delegates in a ple-

nary session. Assistant Deputy 

Minister Laurie LeBlanc has 

confirmed she will also ad-

dress conference participants. 

Watch your mail for the Con-

ference Pre-Program! It will be 

arriving at your college soon. 

With the countdown nearing 

the two-month mark, OACC is 

gearing up for Blue Mountain 

2010, our 37th annual confer-

ence for career college profes-

sionals. It will be an Olympics 

and Paralympics-themed cele-

bration of success in post sec-

ondary education. 

The Hon. John Milloy, Minister 

of Training, Colleges and Uni-

versities, is set to address 

delegates at the opening cere-

monies on April 21 at 7 p.m. 

He will provide an overview of 

hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ Ǉƻǎǘ ǎŜŎƻƴŘŀǊȅ ǎȅǎπ

tem and highlight the role of 

private career colleges. 

The conference schedule is 

packed with networking, in-

spiring keynotes, sessions with 

the provincial government and 

professional development 

opportunities. Comedian Meg 

Soper will share a funny ad-

dress on work-life balance. 

Paralympic Gold Medallist 

Paul Rosen will talk about 

competing in the recent Win-

ter Olympic Games in Vancou-

ver and how he defied the 

ƻŘŘǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 

top-ranked sledge hockey 

goaltender. Author and stu-

dent retention specialist Don 

Fraser will talk about 

how to transform 

raw student motiva-

tion into staying 

power. 

The conference will 

also feature a strong 

showing on behalf of 

the Ministry of Train-

ing, Colleges and 

Universities. Allan 
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OACC AT WORK 

Step by step, the Ontario Association 

of Career Colleges makes it easier for 

members to abide by the Private Ca-

reer Colleges Act, 2005. 

Over 55,000 transcripts have been 

stored to date using the Student Tran-

script Electronic Protection System 

(STEPS), a service provided by OACC. 

About 300 colleges currently use the 

system. 

Launched in September of 2007, the  

STEPS website has been custom-built 

to provide easy and secure access for 

private career colleges to store and 

retrieve student transcript data.  

άLǘΩǎ ŀ ǘƘǊŜŜ-step system. Users up-

load the transcript, check for errors or 

changes, add funds and then 

ǎǘƻǊŜ ƛǘ ǎŜŎǳǊŜƭȅ ŦƻǊ нр ȅŜŀǊǎΣέ 

said Paul Kitchin, OACC Execu-

tive Director. 

The site provides former career 

college students with a simple 

method of requesting copies of 

transcripts for at least 25 years 

following the end of their pro-

grams of study.  

OACC provides a high level of 

support to college staff who use 

STEPS. OACC members receive 

a discount on the service. For 

more information, visit:                                   

https://steps.oacc.on.ca .  
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OACCõs Transcript Storage Service 

Two More Career Colleges Approved 

To Offer Paralegal Program 

Two member career colleges have 

recently had their paralegal programs 

accredited after OACC held a meeting 

in November with the Law Society of 

Upper Canada and the Ministry of 

Training, Colleges and Universities in 

Toronto. 

Diamond Institute of Business and 

Computer Technology in Ajax and 

Herzing College in Toronto have been 

added to the list of institutions offer-

ing accredited paralegal education 

programs. It brings the total number 

of career colleges with paralegal pro-

grams approved by the Law Society to 

four. Algonquin Careers Academy, in 

Mississauga and Ottawa, and 

Westervelt College in London, have 

accredited paralegal programs. Six 

public colleges also have accredited 

paralegal education programs The full 

list can be found by clicking here. 
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Over the next six months, the pro-

vincial government will re-organize 

how it delivers Employment Ontario 

Services.  

By August, all Employment Ontario 

offices will offer a one-stop shop 

approach to training and employ-

ment services ς eliminating the need 

for visits to separate locations.  The 

provincial government made the an-

nouncement at the end of January, 

noting that under the current system, 

someone seeking assistance 

with resume writing, career 

counseling and job search could 

have to visit three different lo-

cations.  

During the transition, there will 

be no service disruption. Em-

ployment  Ontario provides 

training and job search assis-

tance to more than one million  

 

 

Ontarians each year. 

The list of providers invited to con-

tinue offering Employment Ontario 

services is now available online: 

http://www.tcu.gov.on.ca/eng/eopg/

eotransformation/factsheets.html 

 
Frequently asked questions about the 
restructuring: 
 http://edu.gov.on.ca/eng/tcu/about/
newsletter/esfaq.html 

Employment Ontario Streamlined 

on the OACC Online Training Centre 
This month 

Upcoming                 
Free Webinar 
"Protention - A Proactive            
Approach to Student Retention" 
 
March 1, 2010, 3-4 p.m. Eastern 
Space is limited: Sign Up Now! 
 
 

Featured Course 
ά{ŜǘǘƛƴƎ ¦Ǉ !ƴ 9ŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ          
tƭŀŎŜƳŜƴǘ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘέ  

Want a placement department 
that helps increase enrollment and 
enhance retention? This facilitated 
online course provides 4 hours of 
continuing education credit, and 
provides techniques and strategies 
to develop an effective placement 
department for your career 
school. Click here for more >>> 

OACC Member 
Benefit  
Discounted Online Courses 
Members receive discounted 
online training for school adminis-
trators, faculty and staff with a 
Member VIP Code. E-mail Krista 
(kristas@oacc.on.ca) or April  

 
(aprilchato@oacc.on.ca) for 
OACC's VIP Code. Each course is 
facilitated by a career college ex-
pert, self-paced, and offers 4 hours 
of continuing education credit. Not 
a member? Contact OACC to join 
today. 
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Career College Grads 

    To Work at the Olympics 
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MISSION ACCOMPLISHED 

When Vancouver welcomes the 

world this month for the 21st 

Olympic Winter Games, two 

Ontario career college gradu-

ates will be there to lend sup-

port. 

Tiffany Vitez, a Registered Mas-

sage Therapist, will be working 

with athletes at the Games. 

Vitez graduated from Medix 

{ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ aŀǎǎŀƎŜ ¢ƘŜǊŀǇȅ tǊƻπ

gram in August of 2008. She will 

provide massages to both the 

ski and hockey teams. 

±ƛǘŜȊ ƛǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƎǊŀŘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀŘ 

west for Vancouver 2010.   

After graduating from Willis 

College, Zaid Hilfi moved to 

British Columbia. He landed a 

job with the Vancouver Orga-

nizing Committee for the 2010 

Olympics and Paralympics as a 

Desktop Deployment Techni-

cian. 

άL ŀǇǇǊŜŎƛŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ŀƴŘ Ŝƴπ

thusiasm the staff and instruc-

tors contributed toward my 

training as an IT Professional at 

Willis College - Ottawa Cam-

ǇǳǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ IƛƭŦƛΦ άLǘΩǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ 

to be part of something as big 

as the Olympics for Canada and 

ŜǎǇŜŎƛŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ±ŀƴŎƻǳǾŜǊΦέ 

 

 

GRADUATE SUCCESS STORY 

PHOTO: Zaid Hilfi 

PHOTOS: Wikimedia Commons 
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On the evening of January 12, a 7.0-

magnitude earthquake struck the west-

ŜǊƴ Ŏƻŀǎǘ ƻŦ IŀƛǘƛΦ hƴǘŀǊƛƻΩǎ ŎŀǊŜŜǊ Ŏƻƭπ

leges joined people around the world in 

raising money to help the three million 

people impacted by the disaster. 

***  

Students and staff at the Ottawa East 

campus of Everest College organized a 

Hope for Haiti Fundraiser. On January 14, 

Everest Campus Ambassadors created 

posters and set up tables to collect dona-

tions of clothes, money, food and toys. 

By early February, the campus had col-

lected over $500 in donations to the 

Canadian Red Cross and donated a good 

quantity of supplies to the Salvation 

!ǊƳȅΦ ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜŀƳ ŀǘ 9ǾŜǊŜǎǘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜ Řƛǎπ

played compassion, support and dedica-

ǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ IŀƛǘƛΣέ ǎŀƛŘ {Ƙŀπ

nie Mohammed, Academic Affairs Coor-

dinator at Everest. 

***  

Lǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ άŎƘŜŜǎȅέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ǘƻ ŀƴ ƛƳǇƻǊπ

tant cause. On January 22, the London 

campus of triOS College held a Grilled 

Cheese Sandwich Day where staff and 

instructors set up two stations and an 

assembly line of sandwich makers. Stu-

dents purchased the sandwiches for $2 

and drinks for $1. The college also col-

lected donations while staff gave $5 to 

ǿŜŀǊ ƧŜŀƴǎ ƻƴ /ŀǎǳŀƭ CǊƛŘŀȅΦ ά!ǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ 

of the day, we raised over $850 for the 

relief efforts in Haiti. The students were 

motivated and eager to help ς it was a 

ǘŜǊǊƛŦƛŎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƻŦ ΨǘǊƛh{ [ƻƴŘƻƴ ¢ŜŀƳ 

{ǇƛǊƛǘΩΣέ ǎŀƛŘ /ŀǊŜŜǊ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ !ŘǾƛǎƻǊ 

²ŜƴŘȅ WƻȅΦ ά²Ŝ Ǉƭŀƴ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ƻǳǊ 

ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ рлκрл ŘǊŀǿΦέ 

The Oshawa campus of triOS College 

raised $573 in donations earlier this 

month. The Toronto campus launched a 

fundraising drive with the Canadian Red 

Cross. The Windsor campus raised 

$1,185. Lizzie Walker, a pharmacy assis-

tant instructor at triOS Windsor, plans to 

travel to Haiti in March to deliver the 

donation personally. Community Service 

²ƻǊƪŜǊ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀǘ ǘǊƛh{Ω .ǊŀƳǇǘƻƴ 

campus are planning a five-hour commu-

nity skate in Gage Park on March 6 to 

raise money for the Haiti relief efforts. 

***  

One career college student has been 

busy volunteering with the Canadian Red 

Cross. Lori Majer, a student in the Addic-

tions Interventions Counseling program 

at CTS Canadian Career College, went to 

all of the high schools in Barrie to explain 

ǘƘŜ wŜŘ /ǊƻǎǎΩ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ ƛƴ IŀƛǘƛΦ {ƘŜ 

also visited an elementary school in 

Bradford to make a presentation 

on how students can help. In 

about 2.5 hours, Majer helped 

raise $380.26 for the Canadian 

Red Cross mission in Haiti. 

***  

Through a bake sale and many 

donations, students and staff at 

the Scarborough campus of 

Medix School raised $635 for 

the relief efforts in Haiti. The 

money was sent to World Accord, a regis-

tered Canadian charitable organization. 

World Accord focuses on sustainable de-

velopment and works through grassroots 

community groups to create education, 

training and self-help programs.  Students 

and staff plan to continue fundraising ef-

ŦƻǊǘǎ ǿŜƭƭ ƛƴǘƻ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΦ άaŜŘƛȄ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƛƭƭ 

be matching, dollar for dollar, everything 

ǊŀƛǎŜŘ ōȅ ƻǳǊ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŀƴŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣέ ǎŀƛŘ tŜπ

ter Dykstra ς Medix School and OACC Vice 

President. 

***  

Students at Ottawa Academy collected 

food and donations for the people of Haiti. 

Staff and students observed a moment of 

silence to honour those impacted by the 

disaster on January 29 at 11 a.m. The do-

nations collected by Ottawa Academy 

benefitted the Canadian Red Cross. 

***  

The Scarborough campus of Everest Col-

lege began raising money for Haiti at the 

end of January. About 10 classes are en-

gaging in a friendly competition to raise 

funds for the Canadian Red Cross. The win-

ning class will be awarded with a pizza 

party. ά{ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǘŀŦŦ ŦŜƭǘ ŎƻƳǇŜƭƭŜŘ ǘƻ 

ƘŜƭǇΣέ ǎŀƛŘ !ƴŘǊŜ IŜǊƳŀƴǎǘȅƴŜΣ Ŏƻ-chair of 

the campaign and a Student Ambassador 

ŀǘ 9ǾŜǊŜǎǘΦ ά{ƛƴŎŜ ǿŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ƻǊ ŦƻǳǊ 

Řŀȅǎ ŀƎƻΣ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǿ ŎƭƻǎŜ ǘƻ ϷпллΦέ 

Career Colleges Come Together for Haiti 

PHOTOS: Wikimedia Commons 
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The National Institute of 
Esthetics, a private career 
college in Ancaster, On-
tario, has a pretty unique 
and hands-on approach 
to helping people in the 
community.  
 
The student clinic, which 
has the students doing ser-
vices on the public at re-
duced rates, offers 
free services to individuals 
undergoing cancer treat-
ments, or who are off work 
due to cancer recovery. 
 
άLǘΩǎ ƻǳǊ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ 
ōŀŎƪΣέ ǎŀƛŘ 5Ŝŀƴ {ƘŜǊǊȅ 
5ƻŎƘŜǊǘȅΦ ά¢ƘŜ students 
are very well trained, and 
have a lot of hands on ex-

perience before they are 
even allowed to do services 
ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ŎƭƛƴƛŎΦέ  
  
The individuals undergoing 
the cancer treatments are 
required to bring ŀ ŘƻŎǘƻǊΩǎ 
form indicating that they 
are appropriate candidates 
for the services. 
 
Megan Fleischman is a stu-
dent set to graduate in 
April 2010. She has worked 
on a few individuals with 
cancer.  
 
άLǘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƳŜ ŦŜŜƭ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ 
good ς not only because 
ƛǘΩǎ ŦǊŜŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ 
know they really appreciate 
it. The truth is they strug-

ƎƭŜΣέ ǎŀƛŘ CƭŜƛǎŎƘƳŀƴΦ ά!ƴŘ 
anything we can do to help 
them feel better, really 
ƳŀƪŜǎ ǳǎ ŦŜŜƭ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƭǎƻΦέ 
 
Talya Guitard, another stu-
dent set to graduate in April, 
agrees. Guitard was very 
moved after her first service 
on an individual with cancer.  
 
άL cried that night when I got 
home. I have an aunt who 
died of cancer, and so this 
ǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ƙƛǘ ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΣέ ǎƘŜ 
ǎŀƛŘΦ άLǘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƳŜ ǿƘȅ L 
came into this industry in 
ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΦέ 

National Institute of Esthetics 

Helps Cancer Patients 
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Located in London,       

DeVoG Academy of Hair 

Design is in its 11th year of 

offering the Professional 

Hair Design program. The 

program is eight to 10 

months long and gradu-

ates have the opportunity 

to continue their training 

as paid appren-

tices. DeVoG also offers 

non-vocational courses 

for specific skill advance-

ment to salon workers. 

DeVoG participates at all 

levels of business in the 

beauty industry, including 

commercial hair and 

makeup  

for A-Channel and other 

media, product manufac-

turing and salon opera-

tions, all supporting its 

main focus, career educa-

tion.  

NEW MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

DeVoG Academy of Hair Design 

With campuses in Toronto and Van-

couver, Greystone College has a stu-

dent-centred approach to learning. 

Greystone College in Toronto offers 

three programs: Travel and Tourism, 

Hospitality Management and TESOL ς 

Teachers of English to Speakers of 

Other Languages. Greystone College 

is located in the heart of downtown 

Toronto at 443 University Avenue. 

Greystone 

College 

http://www.oacc.ca

